Six World Faiths Revision
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	Christianity

Founded by Jesus
	The cross represents the death and resurrection of Jesus

	

	Judaism

Founded by Abraham and Moses
	The menorah represents the 7 days of creation
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	Islam

Founded by Muhammad
	The moon and star represents the guidance of Allah

	Eastern Religions
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	Buddhism

Founded by Siddhartha Gotama (the Buddha)
	The wheel represents the eightfold path and the circle of life
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	Sikhism

Founded by Guru Nanak
	The khanda represents swords of truth and justice
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	Hinduism

No known founder

Oldest Eastern Religion
	The aum symbol represents the sacred sound of creation


	Religious Leaders

	

	Christianity

Priest
	Perform ceremonies such as baptisms, weddings, funerals, Mass

Give guidance to those who have problems

	

	Judaism

Rabbi
	Conduct all the services in the synagogue

Give spiritual guidance using their holy book, the Torah

	

	Islam

Imam
	Respected members of the congregation

Leads prayers in mosque and instructs people on how to live their lives

	

	Buddhism

Sangha
	Monks and Nuns

Don’t involve their selves in modern life and spend most of their time in meditation

	

	Sikhism

Granthi
	Can be either male or female

Read from their holy book the Guru Granth Sahib – it is never left alone

	

	Hinduism

Brahmin 
	Most respected group of Hindus

Teach others how to live a good life and receive charity as a form of payment



What do Religions have in common?


Holy books


Symbols


Places of worship


Worship practices


Founders (people who started the religion)


Creation stories


Festivals and celebrations


Why is religion important to a believer?


Provides comfort


Sense of belonging


Guidance


Protection


Family


How to behave


Laws to live by


Why are Religious Leaders important?


Provide guidance and advice


Perform special ceremonies e.g. weddings


Act as role models


Read from holy books


Give support to those who need it





A ritual is an action that is performed during a particular religious ceremony e.g. eating bread and drinking wine during Holy communion, offering flowers and food in Eastern Religions








