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Welcome to
Kew Riverside
Primary School
Curriculum and Meet the
Team Evening
• Priorities and updates - Liz Strong
• Reading Curriculum information – Emily
Spencer
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School Development Plan Priorities 2021
- 2022
SDP 1 – The school consistently promotes the extensive personal
development of pupils
SDP 2 – Improve progress and attainment in English
SDP 3 –Ensuring the quality of teaching and learning is
consistently good or better
SDP 4 - There is an increase to pupil numbers on roll as a result of
the school’s improved external and internal positive reputation

Moments Of Triumph
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PiXL

Attendance and Punctuality
Poor attendance often starts at primary school, and children
who fall into this pattern are likely to underachieve
at secondary school.
 Pupils who miss between 10 and 20% of school (that’s 19 to 38
days per year) stand only a 35% chance of achieving five or
more good GCSEs, compared to 73% of those who miss fewer
than 5% of school days.
 Friendships can be affected by persistent absence, too: it can
be hard for a child who misses lots of school to form
relationships with their classmates.
 Poor attendance also reflects badly on your child’s school.
Ofsted expect all schools to have good attendance rates,
and they are marked down in inspections if their absence
figures are too high.
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PTA
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Reading at Home

“Reading for pleasure is the single most important indicator of a
child’s future success”
(OECD 2002)

Reading at Kew Riverside – shared vision
At Kew Riverside we aim to create a community of life-long readers who choose
to read for pleasure as well as for purpose. Reading is integral to children’s
learning and development and therefore reading is placed at the ‘heart’ of our
curriculum. No matter their starting points, we want to inspire the inner reader in all
of our children, to enable them to develop a love for and enjoyment of reading,
both in school and beyond. We feel that enjoying and sharing books leads to the
children seeing reading as a source of pleasure and motivates them to see value
in being able to read. By the time they leave Kew Riverside, we want our children
to evidence interest and motivation in reading and for talking about what they
read. We want them to be resilient, confident, enthusiastic, and most importantly
independent readers, who use reading as their own tool for enjoyment and for
the acquisition of knowledge…
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What we will cover…
•

Understanding the three reading modes (read to, read with,
read by), and why each is important;

•

Comprehension: not “understanding all the words”;
understanding the text;

•

Engaging in dialogue around texts;

•

Why reading for pleasure / choosing to read is so important;

•

Supporting decoding through play;

Reading is…‘the master skill of school, unlocking
the academic curriculum for our pupils.’
(Quigley, A. 2020, Closing the Reading Gap)
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Broadening thinking about reading…
Three Reading Modes:
• Read to the child
• Read with the child
• Read by the child
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Reading Aloud
‘The first reason to read aloud to older kids is to
consider the fact that a child’s reading level doesn’t
catch up to his listening level until about the eighth
grade (aged 12-13). ... You have to hear it before you
can speak it, and you have to speak it before you
can read it. Reading at this level happens through the
ear.’
Jim Trelease, The Read-Aloud Handbook, 2013

Tuning into language
Listening to stories prepares children’s minds for reading.
They’re focusing their attention, soaking up words,
pursuing meaning in narrative and turning the whole
experience into ‘pictures’ in their mind's eye. The more
practice children have at listening to stories, the easier it is
for them to comprehend written stories when they read
for themselves.
Sue Palmer
Children are learning and working when listening to a
story!
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Statutory Requirements
Year 1
 Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level
beyond that at which they can read independently
 Being encouraged to link what they read or hear to their own experiences
 Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases
 Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what
others say
Year 2
 Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and
classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read
independently
 Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and
those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say
 Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those
that they listen to and those that they read for themselves

Statutory Requirements
Year 3/4
• Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry,
plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks
• Participate in discussion about both books that are read to
them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns
and listening to what others say
Year 5/6
• Participate in discussion about books that are read to them
and those that they can read for themselves, building on their
own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously
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Broadening thinking about reading…
Three Reading Modes:
• Read to the child

• Read with the child
• Read by the child
3 different tools to support reading
development, each does a
different job

Read…
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Red…

Mr Smith saw red.
“Sit down and be quiet!”
he hissed, through
clenched teeth.

19

17/11/2021

Mr Smith saw red.
“At last!” he sighed.
He’d been looking for a
telephone box since he’d
arrived in the village.

“Understanding all the words”
is not the same as
“reading the text”
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Good language
comprehension, poor
word recognition

G
O
O
D

At or above age
related expectations
for both word reading
and comprehension

POOR

Struggling with both
word reading and
comprehension

GOOD

P
O
O
R

Strong for their age
in word reading, poor
language
comprehension

Language comprehension

The Simple View of Reading (Gough and Tunmer, 1986)

These children may

Word Recognition

appear to be poor at
comprehending

G
O
O
D

These children will
only stay here if they
keep on reading!

POOR

These children are
almost certainly
experiencing
cognitive overload

GOOD

P
O
O
R

These children are
not ‘good readers’;
they are good WORD
readers

Language comprehension

The Simple View of Reading (Gough and Tunmer, 1986)
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He was alone, and in the dark;
and when he reached out for the matches,
the matches were put into his hand.

Fluency Matters
Mr Gum was a fierce old man with
a red beard and two bloodshot
eyes that stared out at you like an
octopus curled up in a bad cave.

You’re a Bad Man Mr Gum by Andy Stanton
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Broadening thinking about reading…
Three Reading Modes:
• Read to the child
• Read with the child
• Read by the child
These develop reading fluency!
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If we only focus on reading scheme progression…
Children might think that they can stop reading now they
have finished the graded reading scheme of books that
previously marked their progress to becoming a reader.
This loss of structure can result in a loss of motivation or
incentive for reading and once the habit of reading fades
it can be very hard to re-ignite it. When moving up the
levels of school’s hierarchy of books, children have a clear
route to reading. Once they reach the top they can feel
as though they have no map for the reading journey
ahead.
Teach Yourself Helping Your Child to Read - Reid & Bentley.
Publ. May 2009

Helping with Word Reading


Encourage you child to use phonics as the primary
strategy for decoding unknown words
◦ Know how to pronounce phonemes correctly Oxford Owl:
Phonics
◦ Know the letters and groups of letters used to read and
write the sounds (GPCs) e.g. digraphs, trigraphs and split
digraphs and encourage your child to look out for these in
words
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“Phoneme Manipulation”

o
so
do
ant
She wanted to know more.
read
I read a book.
I read a book last weekend.
I often recommend what I read to my friends.

Word Reading begins with Vocabulary







Talk
Nursery rhymes
Clapping and action rhymes
Limericks (etc)
Song lyrics
I Spy with my little eye… Something
beginning with… Something ending
with… Something with … in the middle!
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www.punoftheday.com







I couldn't quite remember how to throw a
boomerang, but eventually it came back to me.
The dead batteries were given out free of charge.
I wondered why the frisbee was getting bigger.
Then it hit me.
Have you ever tried to eat a clock? It’s very time
consuming.
Joke books are great too – need context and
vocabulary to understand jokes

“Hangman”
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Board Games


Boggle



Scrabble



Upwords



Bananagrams



Also Wordsearches and Crosswords

Never, EVER …let them know that all of this
helps with learning to read (and spell!)
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Questions to support book talk and
comprehension

Enjoying reading: why bother?
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Reading for pleasure raises standards
and combats social exclusion:


Reading for pleasure could be one important
way to help combat social exclusion and raise
educational standards.



Reading enjoyment is more important for
children’s educational success than their
family’s socio-economic status.



Reading for pleasure was found to be more
important for children’s cognitive development
between ages 10 and 16 than their parents’
level of education.
Brown and Sullivan, 2013

What are the benefits?
International evidence demonstrates:
•

increased attainment in literacy and numeracy
(e.g. Sullivan and Brown, 2013)



improved general knowledge and vocabulary (e.g.
Clark and Rumbold, 2006)



encourages imagination, empathy and mindfulness
of others (e.g. Kidd & Costano, 2013)



new reader to reader relationships and
communities of readers (Cremin et al, 2014)
The will influences the skill
and vice versa (OECD, 2004)
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New Reading Framework

The books your child brings home…
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Non-fiction
•
•
•

Discuss the features of the non-fiction book
Help them to use indices, pictures, graphs, legends, labels etc.
Ask them questions which they need to use the glossary or contents
page to answer

•

Use non-fiction books to answer day-to-day questions

Useful Websites














National curriculum for English:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/a
ttachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf
Reading Rockets: http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/target/phonics
Oxford Owl: https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/
Kate Greenaway and Carnegie Medal:
https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
Book Trust: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
A Mighty Girl: https://www.amightygirl.com/books
Love Reading for Kids: https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/bom/Booksof-the-Month.html
The Alligators Mouth Bookshop: https://www.thealligatorsmouth.co.uk/
Reading for Pleasure: https://ounews.co/education-languageshealth/childhood-youth/reading-with-children-7-steps-to-making-it-magical/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/5/5-plus-readers.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/5/5-plus-readers.html
https://www.abebooks.com/books/features/30-books-six-year-old.shtml

32

17/11/2021

You cannot force someone to read! So how
do we encourage real independent reading?







Love Reading yourself!
Get caught reading anything (and moan about
interruptions)
Talk about favourite books and stories
Read TO and WITH, not just by …and listen to audio
books, too!
Choice (Never force the issue!)
Especially… Read to them Read (or listen) with
them for the sheer pleasure of it (even if your secret
motive is academic improvement!

The effect of parental involvement
If parents engage with their children’s
education, the attainment of the child will
increase by 15% no matter the social
background of the family
(Professor Charles Desforges)
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